From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 23:54:50 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 21:19:49 -0600
Message-Id: <72684@w5ddl.aara.org>
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org
Subject: 1968 EAC AD

The following is verbatin from a 1968 add from EAC.

"UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO OWN ONE OF THE WORLD'S FINEST ALL-BAND RECEIVERS.
500 KC TO 32 MC!

Limited quantity of famous R-390A/URR radio receivers brand new.  Original
manufacture 1968 production . . . fully tested to meet U.S. Government 
specifications.  Range 500 kc to 32 mc, 30 1-mc bands, digital readouts.  
Original pack, includes two instruction books, complete running spares. 
New low price $1,700* . . . fully gauranteed.

*A few new, but shelf worn units available at lower prices.

WRITE OR CALL FOR DETAILS.

EAC Industires, Inc., 20 Bridge Avenue, Red Bank, N.J. 201/747-5100 ext 51

"

I wonder how many they sold to non-mil?

One guy in our survey reported he had one of these.

73 de tom

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar 19 03:02:57 1995
Date: Sun, 19 Mar 1995 00:22:15 -0600
Message-Id: <9503190621.AA07523@kahuna.math.hawaii.edu>
From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu (Jeffrey Herman)
Subject: Re: 500 kc CW


After I ran my 500 kc series on wrecked.radio.amateur.mess (.misc)
I received a nice note from the Chief Operator at KFS saying how
much he liked the series and inviting me to tour their station.
Boy, I can't wait! For so many years hearing KFS on 500 and finally
the chance to visit. I've got to get over to there before they go
QRT on 500.

Jeff NH6IL (ex 500kc CW op for NMO, ex WA6QIJ)

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 23:59:58 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 21:31:57 -0600
Message-Id: <83759.ddillman@igc.apc.org>
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
Subject: Re: 500 KHZ CW

On Thu, 16 Mar 1995 22:10:25 -0800 (PST), 
paul Veltman  <veltman@netcom.com> wrote:

>Dick,
>Some years ago, maybe 35, I was over at Point Reyes, and there was a big 
>costal station.  I think that it was AT&T.  Is that still going.  You 
>mentioned KPH. Is that the station? It was filled with S-Line.  Drool!
>
>73
>
>Paul

There are three receiving sites at Point Reyes, Paul.  The oldest is that 
of KPH, the former RCA station that started life in the Palace Hotel (thus 
the original "PH" call).  The long wave receiving station, then of the 
Marconi Company, was originally located in Marshall, across Tomales Bay 
from the Point Reyes peninsula.  However, with the coming of the short 
waves, the receiving station was moved to its present location.  The site 
was selected by Dr. H.H. Beverage, inventor of the wave antenna that bears 
his name, which is ironic as the Beverage is a long wave antenna.  Dr. 
Beverage told me the story personally several years ago.

In addition to providing Morse and, later, SITOR marine services, the KPH 
receiving site was also the termination point for the trans-Pacific 
HF radio-telephone links for telephone service to the Pacific rim.  These 
were in service through the early 1970s, an I listened in to marker signals 
on the receivers during my visits to the station during that period.  Each 
receiver comprised three six-foot racks.

The transmitting station for KPH has always been at Bolinas, at least in 
the post Palace Hotel days.  Treanmitter BL-1 is still n service there on 
500Kc/s.  It is more a large room than a transmitter.  Years ago during a 
sneak visit my girlfriend opened what semed to be just another door but was 
in fact the entry to BL-1!.  Needless to say, alarms started going off all 
over the place and we beat it fast.

One of the best parts of the Bolinas transmitting station for me was also 
one of the smallest.  The order wire from Point Reyes was by Morse key and 
sounder, like a railroad telegraph.  A set of these was installed at just 
the correct "sitting" height in the men's john!  No rest for a transmitter 
engineer in those days!

The next newest kid on the block at Point Reyes is KMI, the AT&T high seas 
marine telephone station.  They also had trans-Pacific telephone receivers 
there at one time as well as a monitoring station.  The transmitters are 
located in Dixon, CA.  Operators used to ask for a ships position and 
manually switch antennas.  Now they just touch the ship's position on a map 
and the rest is automatic.  No Morse but the traffic list is sent in SITOR.

The newest chaps are at NMC, the Coast Guard station that moved there from 
San Bruno, CA.  All young guys, not interested in Morse, as their fists 
always show, always with the Morse marker tape screwed up to 35wpm.  I 
visited there one day after visiting KPH.  They were using 51J4s at KPH 
then while at brand new NMC they had the latest Colling "transistorized" 
receivers with digital readout (the first such receiver I'd ever tuned).  
When I told them where I'd come from, one guy said "you know, they work 
guys we can't even hear".  "Kid", I thought, "that comes from 40 years 
with the cans on."  The NMC transmitters are also at Bolinas.
 
My apology to those of the BA gang who might find this overly long and 
boring but I thought at least one or two readers would enjoy it.

73,

Dick Dillman


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar 19 01:27:23 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 23:04:06 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9503182057.A7789-0100000@netcom6>
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom.com>
Subject: Re: 500 KHZ CW

> 
> The next newest kid on the block at Point Reyes is KMI, the AT&T high seas 
> marine telephone station.  They also had trans-Pacific telephone receivers 
> there at one time as well as a monitoring station.  The transmitters are 
> located in Dixon, CA.  Operators used to ask for a ships position and 
> manually switch antennas.  Now they just touch the ship's position on a map 
> and the rest is automatic.  No Morse but the traffic list is sent in SITOR.

Dick,
KMI is the station I visited.  The gang out there gave me a good tour, 
filled with 51S-1s.  I remember that they mentioned that their 
transmitting station was in Dixon.  Very Impressive.  Particularly that 
forest outside.  I wish I had a shack like that.

Thanks for the info.

73

Paul

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar 19 03:45:41 1995
Date: Sun, 19 Mar 1995 01:00:42 -0600
Message-Id: <9503191002.22619.AA@smrouter.AAC.COM>
From: Johnson_Dan@aac.com
Subject: Re: 500 KHZ CW [Point Reyes]

On 3/19/95 at 12:14 AM, Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.apc.org> wrote:

> There are three receiving sites at Point Reyes, Paul.
<reluctant SNIP>
> My apology to those of the BA gang who might find this overly long and 
> boring but I thought at least one or two readers would enjoy it.

No, Dick, not at all.  Just before your post arrives, I am sitting in the 
office/shack/steel shelf forest.  Swiss Radio International, through a warm 
and glowing HQ-129-X, is visiting the Toblerone factory in Berne.  I am 
reminded of pleasant people and experiences while visiting Switzerland 
myself ten years ago and that there remain media uninterested in O.J., 
sensationalist pseudo-activist politics, endless mindless talk, and 
commercials.  I bask in fond memories of an odd juxtaposition of contentment 
and excitement as the four corners of the Earth poured from a BC-348 during 
a past solar cycle peak and the very same afternoon sun warmed my back.

Then I read your post about a place I have not visited, times which are not 
yet - but slowly becoming - mine.  About ingenuity and skills applied in 
contexts which are unlikely to recur - commercially, anyway.  About people 
interacting with contemporary equipment which has no intrinsic value beyond 
solving today's problem and is unlikely to be functional or desirable fifty 
years hence, perhaps not even five.  (Will future generations think 
differently?  Hmmm...)

This is not irrational affection for old metal boxes and glass tubes, nor is 
it futile reminiscence about what is gone forever.  It is, instead, 
selecting the best of the past, cleaning off its grunge, breathing into it 
new life with restoration and storytelling, and carrying it with us into the 
future.

No, CW is not dead.  Our fine equipment is not dead.  Its technology is not 
dead.  Its memories are not dead.  There is nothing that the government, 
corporations, nor relentless technological progress can do to take that 
away.  If you are an Old Timer who thinks that these arts will die with you, 
then it is my enduring hope that you are wrong.  Perhaps they will not be 
perfectly preserved, but they will not altogether die.

I am 34 years old and like to think that my attitude about old times and 
things is unexceptional.  Although the faces are often wrinkled and gray 
behind the hamfest tables which bear our beloved BAs, it is, after all, 
mostly young, strong backs which are seen lugging those heavy batons away.

Good night, Dick, thank you, and I neither offer nor accept apologies in 
this case for use of the bandwidth.  It is why we are here.

-d
Johnson_Dan@aac.com

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar 19 01:34:25 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 23:01:42 -0600
Message-Id: <F3IN0033.F3IN0043@mail.admin.wisc.edu>
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Another 1968 R-390 Source

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

   The Electronic Assistance ad is interesting, but it jogged my memory and
shook loose another source for R-390, R-390A, and R-388 receivers.

   Anybody else here remember Herbert W. Gordon's ads in HAM RADIO?

   This outfit was in the Boston area (possibly Cambridge?). The ad copy
always oozed a level of snobbery and arrogance that was incredible, and the
gear had prices to match!

   They even had a condescending company motto; "Helping Hams to Help Them-
selves"! Indeed!!! Such pomposity!!! I didn't know that hams needed multikilo-
buck "help" in the form of overhauled R-390As!

   One thing about the ads always intrigued me, but I never figured it out. In
every ad, there was a rebus consisting of a picture of a human eye, a bug (pre-
sumably a bee), and the letter Y. Can anybody tell me just what in the heck
THAT was all about?

                                            Mr. T., K9TA

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 09:23:37 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 06:43:00 -0600
Message-Id: <199503181241.HAA01446@cappuccino.eng.umd.edu>
From: Philip Gwyinne McCoy <dgnova@glue.umd.edu>
Subject: AR-8506

>From: joe.selkregg@amail.amdahl.com
>Subject: Radiomarine AR-8506-B

>I have a what appears to be a Navy receiver that was made by the Radiomarine
>Corporation of America. It is model AR-8506-B. Was this thing made by RCA?
>It has ten tubes, 2 6j5s, 1 6aq5, 1 25z6, 1 25L6 and 5 6ag6s. The dial looks

>Joe Selkregg
 
I also have a RCA AR-8506-B. It is one of my favoriate radios. The tube
complement is: 
2 each 6J5
1 each 6sQ7
5 each 6SG7
1 each 25Z6
1 each 25L6
1 each neon NE-32
The frequency range  85 to 550 kc and 1.9 to 25 mc
The conversion frequency is 1700 kc 
This set was orginally supplied to the liberty ships. It was budndled
into consol which included a vlf receiver covering 15kc to about 600kc
and if I remember corectly, two transmitters. Fair radio can supply
you with a photocopy of the manual.

If you want a wiring diagram, send me your mailing address.
Philip McCoy
dgnova@eng.umd.edu

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 09:20:51 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 06:47:27 -0600
Message-Id: <199503181246.HAA16979@latte.eng.umd.edu>
From: Philip Gwyinne McCoy <dgnova@glue.umd.edu>
Subject: AR-8506 WARNING

This receiver is an AC-DC set, so take care

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 11:05:19 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 08:28:23 -0600
Message-Id: <950318142327_72227.1640_EHM81-1@CompuServe.COM>
From: Dave Stinson AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com>
Subject: ARC5/COMMAND SET FOLLIES

I finally got the almost-complete original
ARC-5 Command Set (Navy configuration)
running this week. You should hear it when the
MD-7 and the three receiver dynos are running
at the same time!  Makes me feel all warm inside.
Except for a few "bugs" I'm still working on,
the 80 and 40 meter receivers have been totally
recovered from some bone-headed modifications.
The T-17 (160m), T-19 (80m) and T-22(40m)
transmitters and 160 meter receiver are
all stock/unmodified.  With the T17 mic plugged into
the MD-7, the AM signal sounds very sweet.

In the original configuration, the ARC-5 and
274-N rigs key the B+ to the osc and pa right
out of the dyno.  The "keying" relay most people
use is in reality a selector relay, and not meant
for CW keying in the original design.
The Command Sets were meant to be used as
close-range AM units, so being a chirpy CW rig isn't
surprising.  The chirp isn't bad on the T-17 on 160,
but on the 40 meter T-22 it sounds like a bird.

I want to keep the set as close to original as possible,
but I'd like to use it on CW too.
I'm trying to figure a way of changing that keying
method without chopping-up the rig.  One idea
I had was to use the filiment voltage to
keep the 1626 sort-off semi-on, and thereby
shorten the time it takes to turn full-on and
get the chirp down to a reasonable level.
I could do this with a small circuit on a piece of
perf board tacked into the transmitters, which could
be simply snipped-out to return the unit to original
condition.
I also thought about hanging a really big electrolytic 
cap on the Osc B+ lead in the transmitter to keep the 
oscillator "hot" between dots, but where am I gonna mount
that big a cap??
What do you think?

Thanks for the bandwidth, everyone!

TNX ES 73 DE AB5S/7
Dave Stinson
Lost Wages, Nevada/ex


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar 19 02:10:42 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 23:36:13 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950318212932.23604C-100000@coyote.rain.org>
From: "Ray L. Mote" <rmote@rain.org>
Subject: Command Set Screws (3-48) (fwd)

I originally sent this to Don Merz, then realized that there may be 
others who also need the information.  Good luck!

---------- Forwarded message ----------
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 21:27:12 -0800 (PST)
>From: Ray L. Mote <rmote@rain.org>
To: 71333.144@compuserve.com
Subject: Command Set Screws (3-48)

Finding those little nickel-plated brass 3-48 binder head screws for the 
SCR-274-N, ATA/ARA, and AN/ARC-5 can be a real pain.  I've recently found 
a source for stainless steel screws in that size.  It is McMaster-Carr 
(similar to Grainger as an industrial supply company), and they have no 
minimum order.  (As folks at the Base have found out, getting their 
catalog, even if you're Uncle Sam, can be next to impossible.)  They have 
several ordering offices:

Atlanta:           (404) 346-7000
Chicago:           (708) 833-0300
Los Angeles:       (310) 692-5911
NYC/Philadelphia:  (908) 329-3200

In 18-8 stainless steel, the part number for a 3-38 x 1/4 inch long screw 
(box of 100 screws) is:  91793A092.  I believe I paid around $3.50 per 
box.  They also have them 3/8-inch long (91793A094) and half-inch 
(91793A096).  In fact, they have them up to one inch long.

These folks also have the snapslides used to mount the racks to the 
shockmounts and the control boxes to the mounting plates.  I didn't see 
the small snapslides for the tube covers for the receivers, transmitters, 
modulator.

So, if you need parts to restore the Command Sets, I'd recommend giving 
them a call.  I've been pleasantly surprised by the speed at which they 
process and ship orders.  Sure wish they had an Internet address!



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 11:15:53 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 08:38:38 -0600
Message-Id: <9503181436.AA06832@efn.efn.org>
From: genewill@efn.org (Gene Williamson)
Subject: CW on 500 Khz            

jj>I believe that should be: BENS BEST BENT WIRE

Next, you need to be certain the dit contacts on your bug are set correctly
by sending:

SHE IS 55 ES SHE IS HIS SISTER

(Don't know the origin of this one. Picked it up from a "Stray" in a
long-ago QST Magazine.)

73 Gene K7dBV        genewill@efn.org
~~
 * VbReader 2.02 #NR * . . . Exacerbate obfuscation!
                        

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 20:08:52 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 17:23:28 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.BSI.3.91.950318181341.3732C-100000@laurel.us.net>
From: Tony Stalls <ras@us.net>
Subject: Dayton Dinner

I seem to have misplaced my notes on the dinner at Dayton on Friday, April 
28.  What's the latest???

73,

Tony
K4KYO

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 17:11:08 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 14:32:52 -0600
Message-Id: <9503182031.AA12386@kali>
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com>
Subject: Drake C-line aesthetics

Seeing the C-line at the ham flea today made me think of something. On
the B-line, there was a little neon bulb between the main tuning knob and
the dial which would light up for whichever piece was controlling the 
frequency. On looking at the C-line today, that little lens is gone. Did
they do away with the feature, or does the whole dial lamp switch on and
off?

I do like the R-4C dial scheme. The KHz dial is big and should be even more
accurate than the skirts on the earlier knobs. 

--Andy

P.S. I forgot to mention another almost-brought-home. Some fellow had a 
Fluke VLF receiver/comparator, working, for $100. Covered 00.0 - 99.9
kHz on thumbwheels, and also had a meter and chart recorder! Rackmount,
rather small (4" high?). Seeing as how VLF around here is useless, I 
don't really need a WWVB receiver! But it was sold; I'm sure that was 
one-tenth the original price. (And transistorized; shhhhhh!)

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 12:54:23 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 09:54:21 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9503180938.A29630-0100000@ozarks>
From: "C. Frank Gilmore" <fgilmore@ozarks.sgcl.lib.mo.us>
Subject: Re: Drift in the Drake R-4C




On Fri, 17 Mar 1995, S. Miller wrote:

> I have a Drake R4C (late serial) number that drifts. When I run my R4B side by side
> with it the -4B drifts about 100Hz in the first hour and stops, the -4C continues
> to move upward in frequency for up to 8 hours at which point the drift is about
> 1 KHz.  From there on it is pretty stable.  It is very annoying to me although
> I do not know if it is abnormal for this line of receivers.  Judging by the 4B and
> the T4XC transmitter I have the 4C has alot of drift.  Has anyone expereinced
> the same thing with their 4C?  I have made the Sartori product detector mod and
> voltage regulator mod but the audio chain is stock.  The receiver has always
> displayed this drift and I have tried to determine an electrical cause but have
> never had success.  Was this the common performance for this piece?  Will the
> SHerwood/Sartori mod for the audio reduce the heat enough to help this problem
> or have I had a bum PTO from the start?
> Thanks to all.
> 

Me thinks you have had a bad PTO all along.  In the dozens of Drake 
receivers and transmitters I have had there have only been two bad PTOs.
One drifted....the other had a a mechanical problem.  Both developed 
within the first year I owned them.  The drift was not as bad as you 
describe but it was intolerable for RTTY which is where I used that unit.

Reducing heat will have little effect.  I have an R-4C with all the 
Sherwood filter mods and Sartori mods which is my centerpiece for operating
Pactor and Gtor.  Last time I checked it on 20 it was stable within 15 hz 
over a one hour period...well warmed up of course.  

Drake still repairs PTOs so would sure send it in.  I have opened up one 
and made a minor repair but have worked on several Collins PTOs over the 
years and you can go buggy without the test jig they use to setthe 
compensation!  

73, de Frank K0JPJ ex-W5PVX ...-.-


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 13:24:15 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 10:42:57 -0600
Message-Id: <199503181641.KAA16931@uro.theporch.com>
From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@huachuca-emh8.army.mil>
Subject: Re:  Drift in the Drake R-4C

I once owned the Drake "C" twins and experienced drift on the receiver as
S. Miller indicated.  In my case, the cause of the drift was isolated
to the crystal controlled 5.xxx MHz injection oscillator.  I got rid of
the set before determining whether the drift was due to the crystal itself,
or one of the frequency determining components.

If you have a 2nd receiver that is stable, an easy way to check this stage
out is simply monitor the crystal frequency for awhile.

73 de Jack

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 16:57:48 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 14:24:19 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.05.1.9503181502.A7456-b100000@wx8l.tacom.army.mil>
From: "Sean (WX8L)" <q@wx8l.tacom.army.mil>
Subject: FS: Boatanchors... update

The CU-25/ART-13, NCX-5 supply, HT-37, RME spkr, and Ameco VFO have been 
spoken for. The gentleman selling this equipment wants it sold so OFFER!
Now that he knows UPS will take up to 150lbs, shipping isn't as big a deal
as before. If your having trouble with my e-mail address I've included
alternates after the post. Transmitting equipment is "unknown electrical"
only due to laziness, everything I've tried from this collection has worked
with the typical quirks found in old gear after its been setting for a
long time (noisey controls, flakey contact, etc.)

Hammarlund HXL-ONE        $300 obo

	80-10 amplifier, pair of 572b's. Case in good condition, front
        panel very good. Appears to be the matching amp for the HX-50 
        listed below. Unknown electrical. Original manual

Hammarlund HX-50          $125 obo

	160-10 cw/ssb transmitter. Mid 60's vintage. Case has square 5x8 
        hole cut in top, front panel very good. Unknown electrical. 
        Original manual

National NC-173           $150 obo

	HF g.c. receiver. Fair condition, meters yellow, needs repaint
	noisey controls but otherwise works well. With speaker. Original
	manual

Hallicrafters SX-71       $100 obo

	HF g.c. receiver. Excellent condition, works well. Original manual

Yaesu FTDX-401            $150 obo

	?-10 transciever. Cosmetically very good, has flakey receiver.
	Original manual

Tempo 1                   $250 obo

	?-10 transiever with matching p.s./speaker. Cosmetically 
	excellent. Works well. Original manual

Tempo LW1500              $50 obo

	Dummy load watt meter, very good condition.

RME HF10-20               OFFER

	fair condition

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sean McCarthy  q@wx8l.tacom.army.mil

Equally effective alternates:

smccarth@macomb.lib.mi.us
wx8l@vtc.tacom.army.mil
wx8l@hamgate.cc.wayne.edu
cmartman@vela.acs.oakland.edu



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 10:28:36 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 08:06:32 -0600
Message-Id: <9503181354.AA13813@uvs1.orl.mmc.com>
From: padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com (A. Padgett Peterson, P.E. Information Security)
Subject: Re: FW: D104 Microphone

>2. What boatanchor was in production the longest? Based on recent
>postings to this list, I would have to say the R390A (> 30 years).
>What about civilian boatanchors? I won't even attempt to guess the
>answer to that one.

Depends on how you mean it. My fanaticism, the Zenith TransOceanic
was in continuous (depending on how you count WWII interruptions) production
from the end of 1941 through 1981. Now this includes 7 & 8 tube loctal, 5 tube
minature (advertising got up to 6), and various transistor chassis but all 
from one manufacturer (all except the last year from Dickins Ave. in Chicago) 
with something over a million and a half made (production totals are only 
available to 1965).
						Warmly,
							Padgett

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 19:39:19 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 17:21:03 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.BSI.3.91.950318180431.3732B-100000@laurel.us.net>
From: Tony Stalls <ras@us.net>
Subject: HRO Speaker Swap

I have a black wrinkle finish HRO speaker accompanying my gray HRO-7.  Of 
course I would prefer to have a matching HRO-7 speaker, but I'll make do 
with the older one if I can't find a swap.

The speaker is in excellent condition except for missing the National
diamond "NC" logo.  It's 12wx11hx8-1/4d with a 10" Jensen speaker
w/matching transformer.  The grill has the three vertical bars similar to
the on pictured in the Moore book (2nd Edition, page 85) in the rack
mounted HRO-C. 

This is a long shot, but I will only swap for the proper HRO-7 speaker, 
presuming there is such a thing.

73,

Tony
K4KYO


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 16:52:47 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 14:12:36 -0600
Message-Id: <9503182011.AA12328@kali>
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com>
Subject: Hudson, NH flea report


        Today (3/18/95) I went to the I.R.S. Flea Market in Hudson, New
Hampshire. It opened for buyers a little before 8:00 a.m. and was held
in the Lions Hall.
 
        Here is a brief list of some of the boatanchor-ish things there:
 
R.M.E.          VHF-152A converter              $5              sold (me)
Lafayette       HA-72 external BFO, cute        $5
Heath           Apache transmitter              $150/offer
Heath           DX-40 w/Drake lowpass+mike      $45
Gonset          Communicator IV, D104, Comm VFO $175
Gonset          G-50 6m xcvr, nice              $115
Drake           C-line, no filters/NB, w/AC-4   $350
Drake           2-B/2-BQ, unorig silver tun knb $150            sold?
Drake           TR-4/RV-4/AC-4                  $325
Hallicrafters   HT-32, pretty clean             $150?
 
        Both Gonset rigs had mikes and manuals included. That G-50 was
nice and clean, especially the front panel. My license class won't even
allow 6m but it was so pretty I almost bought it. Oh well......... The
Lafayette external BFO was in perfect shape. I almost bought that, to
pass on to some needy List member. I assume it was transistorized and
ran off of 9V, as the only jack on the back was an RCA output.
 
        Had good luck finding some parts for my Oscillodyne receiver
project... I got a pair of 0-100 stamped metal vernier dials (rather
like the National ones on the SW-3 etc.) for $3 each. I got a variable
cap with square plates, which uses a cantilever arrangement to mesh and
open them!
 
        With all the talk of Ghirardi, I got a 1935 edition of Modern
Radio Servicing from the same old timer for $15.
 
        I also found what is probably the first model out of the R. L.
Drake factory. It's a TV highpass filter, model TV-300-50HP. $1! The
article about John Chenoweth, W8CAE in Electric Radio #33 (by Mike
Palmer, K5FZ) mentions that the highpass filters were constructed in
tin pharmacy pill boxes. This one is, too. The address on the can is
"R. L. Drake Company, 11 Longworth St., Dayton 2, O."
 
        I bought that RME converter because it was such a bargain. I
really can't think of another reason. Though it is the perfect size to
fill a hole in the rack cabinet beneath my R-388. <grin> The converter
was so neatly installed on a black wrinkle rack panel that I didn't
realize it wasn't original until I looked at the manual at home. The
schematic says it's a 1947 unit. Output is 7.000 MHz. Anyone have an
original cabinet? Anyway the panel is clean but the chassis is grimy. I
wouldn't be surprised if the thing actually works after I give it a good
scrubbing.
 
        All in all I was pleased with the haul, and I didn't spend very
much, either. Should have bought that Gonset, though. <grin!>
 
--Andy

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 17:57:27 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 15:17:17 -0600
Message-Id: <199503182116.NAA29176@hobbes.UCSC.EDU>
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes)
Subject: Long-produced items

Well if we get out of strictly electronics then there are things like
Morse telegraph hand keys - not that any one manufacturer has survived
and produced the same design since the 1840s, but the same general pattern
has been around for a long time. 

For tubes, I'd bet the long-production winner might be something none of
us are familiar with, something like one of the Western Electric triodes
produced way back in the earliest days of electronics in the telephone
plant and continued in production because the equipment was still in use.
I suppose none of this is in current use since the Bell System breakup;
but there was a long time when Western Electric would keep making things
so long as the Bell System was still using them.  They weren't constrained
by the usual market forces to retire obsolete designs in favor of more
modern ones.  And this is not counting the risen-from-the-grave 300B tube
that the audiophiles are so gaga over, such that they are now being or
are about to be manufactured again.  Also from the telephone plant, and
non-electronic, is the step-by-step (Strowger) switch, which were in
production from 1910 or so until probably quite recently, as there were
telephone offices using them, and might still be a few left in use.  I'm
aware of one change in form, when they changed from relays mounted axis-
vertical to axis-horizontal; but even then a lot of the parts of the basic
switch mechanism were interchangeable between the earliest and the latest.

For non-military radios, I wonder if the Hallicrafters S-38 line might take
the prize?  (If you count all the suffixes as basically the same receiver.)

Another tangent might be which equipment has been in service the longest,
even if production has ceased.  We often hear about terribly old equipment
still in use in the airways system, and the allegation that the F.A.A.
is a very large customer for vacuum tubes.  Then there were the military
SCR-584 radars produced circa 1945.  I know in the 60s you could send one
of these radars to one of several companies in the L.A. area along with
a bag of money and get back a state-of-the-art instrumentation radar.
I wonder if any parts of these radars are still in service in places
like Edwards AFB.



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 20:16:20 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 17:38:21 -0600
Message-Id: <9503182336.AA12548@cruncher.math.hawaii.edu>
From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu
Subject: Re:  Long-produced items

Speaking of keys, Vibroplex surely must be included as one of
the longest running manufacturers, spanning at least 80 years.

Jeff NH6IL

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 11:07:13 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 08:33:29 -0600
Message-Id: <950318142828_72227.1640_EHM81-2@CompuServe.COM>
From: Dave Stinson AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com>
Subject: LOWFERS

Speaking of follies,
All this talk about 500 KHZ sigs...  In the mid-late 80's, I and
many others were very active in the 160-190 KHZ license-free
band.  We broke many records and had a great deal of
fun.  I held all the reception distance records for about
two weeks,  until Mike Medeke in California got the first
coast-to-coast.  I *think* 8LXJ in Ohio and I still hold the
record for the longest SSB reception, but it's been a while
since I checked.

It's a very challenging band and really tests the mettle of
anyone brave (or foolhardy!) enough to try it.  I still have
a beacon transmitter in my junk...maybe I should get it
back on next winter.

I don't guess this is strictly BA related.... just wondered if
there are any other 160-190 KHZ "Lowfers" on the list?

Dave Stinson AB5S/7
(Past LF Beacons:   MRC, NTS and R in Mercury, Nevada)



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 13:14:32 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 10:32:59 -0600
Message-Id: <199503181631.KAA16764@uro.theporch.com>
From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@huachuca-emh8.army.mil>
Subject: Re:  LOWFERS

Dave's account of DX on the lowfer band, I found interesting!  Wonder what
kind of consistant range can be had?  From Dave's comments, sound like
lowfer activity had pretty well died out.  I wonder why?

I recall back in the 50's (and possibly before) the beautiful old 45 RPM
Seaburg juke boxes used crystal controlled VVLF transmitters and receivers
to extend their speaker systems, instead of direct wiring.  Think there
may be a crystal or two in my junque box marked "RED" or "BLUE", instead
of the frequency.  As I recall, this was a carrier current RF system that
utilized the AC wiring in the building for an antenna.

73 de Jack

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 21:27:19 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 18:39:28 -0600
Message-Id: <9503190033.AA12316@mirage>
From: mirage!pamars@uhura.neoucom.EDU (P.A.Marshall)
Subject: Re: LOWFERS

Dave Stinson AB5S/7 writes:
> 
> I don't guess this is strictly BA related.... just wondered if
> there are any other 160-190 KHZ "Lowfers" on the list?
> 
> Dave Stinson AB5S/7
> (Past LF Beacons:   MRC, NTS and R in Mercury, Nevada)
> 
I have long wondered about the activitys on the "Lofers" band and
what sort of operating conditions exist "down there".  I would find
a description of the station and procedures very interesting.

Al Marshall	"Real Radios Glow in the Dark"	  almarshall@acm.org

As nightfall does not come at once, neither does oppression.  In both
instances, there is a twilight when everything remains seemingly unchanged.
And it is in such twilight that we all must be most aware of change in the
air--however slight--lest we become unwitting victims of the darkness.
						Justice William O. Douglas


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 17:11:22 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 14:38:47 -0600
Message-Id: <950318153716_53537597@aol.com>
From: Randyc3@aol.com
Subject: SP600 Versions

What are the major differences, if any, between the various versions of the
Hammarlund SP600?  I check Moore's book - identifies the numbers, but gives
no other details.

I am looking at a -JX6 (clean, resonably priced), and have had several people
tell me to get the -JX20 or 21.   I have a manual for the diversity version
-JX17, which I understand is rare...  The Robert Fowle at ARS suggested the
JX21A, but said it was very rare.  

Suggestions, recommendations?

 I am backlogged on my BA  list reading, so if I missed any threads on this,
please forward.  Come to think of it, I am backlogged on all my reading...

PS - Thanks for the BA help on choosing between the HQ180 and the SP600.
 Decision was made easier when a 180 purchase fell through.... suckers are
hard to find!

Thanks

73


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 16:18:36 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 13:32:25 -0600
Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950318140053.jproc@>
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: Trivia

Deane,

You ask what civilian Boatanchor has been in production the 
longest. I don't have the answer to that one, but I do know 
that the Instructograph Morse Code training machine was in 
production between 1938 and 1963 as verified by the ads in the 
1938 and 1963 Amateur Radio Handbooks. I would assume that the 
production life of this unit was even longer than 25 years. 



.-------------------------------------
Jerry Proc, VE3FAB
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida, Toronto Ontario 
-------------------------------------



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 20:20:05 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 17:34:44 -0600
Message-Id: <950318183302_53660956@aol.com>
From: Scgilstrap@aol.com
Subject: Re: Trivia

On 18 Mar 95 Jerry Proc, VE3FAB wrote:
 
>that the Instructograph Morse Code training machine was in 
>production between 1938 and 1963 as verified by the ads in the 
>1938 and 1963 Amateur Radio Handbooks. I would assume that the 
>production life of this unit was even longer than 25 years. 

I bought a new Instructograph around March 1980.  The company
was in Glendale, California at that time.  Their sales literature
indicated that the price of the Instructograph was going to be 
increased to $108.50 in September of that year.  Don't know how
much longer they were in business after that.  So it looks like
the Instructographs were in production for at least, uh, les see,
80 minus 38 equals ...  42 years.

73 de Stan   -   WB5LBH


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 22:29:18 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 19:58:55 -0600
Message-Id: <199503190157.UAA24440@shiva.shiva.com>
From: John Shriver <jas@shiva.shiva.com>
Subject: TS-823/ARM-25

Say, I have two modules from a TS-823/ARM-25, and I'm curious what the
hell the overall unit was.  (I used to have more modules, but I
stripped them for parts in my teens.)  I suppose a Test Set (TS)?

The modules I have are 200 "Monitor," and 800 "Regulator".  Full of
subminiature tubes, hermetically sealed oil-in-paper caps, 5% and 1%
resistors.  (See why I stripped the others as a kid?)

The Monitor looks to be an AF-amp, never taken the time to trace the
circuit.  Must have a lot of gain, it has seven dual triodes (6021 &
6112).  Is it of any use?  (Anyone need it?)

The Regulator I've traced the schematic of, looks to be a nice pass
regulator for -150V negative voltage.  Could be useful, I do have the
mating connector.  However, someone has snipped R816 out of it.
Anyone have any info on what that should be?  Also, the exact external
connections and voltages would be useful to know.

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Mar 18 11:28:54 1995
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 09:00:35 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9503172052.C544-0100000@mm1001.theporch.com>
From: Kevin J Pease <kevin@mm1001.theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Will trade my '94 Lexus for a 3.1 75A-4 filter



Kevin J Pease
WB0JZG Mt Juliet, TN.
mm1001.theporch.com

On Thu, 16 Mar 1995, Andy Wallace wrote:

> I saw several ads in the latest Ham Trader Yellow sheets with people asking
> $200 for 75A-4 mechanical filters. Is this madness or what?
> 
> Sorry, just feeling testy tonight!  :-)
> --Andy
> 
No I call it "C" sickness. There are people out there that have lots of 
money and will pay anything for equipment made by Collins. It is sad 
because that is pushing the pricew up to the completely unreasonable point.


